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THE FIELD-MARSHAL. 
By D. HASTINGS IRWIN. 

-4 FEW notes on the office of Field-Marshal may not be without 
interest a t  the present moment, when the honour has been conferred 
upon our ally, the Emperor of Japan. 

The  baton was presented to him by Prince Arthur of Connaught, 
on behalf of H.M. King George V., a t  Tokyo in June of this year. 

The  office was first established in 1736; and the name wcas doubt- 
less based on a somewhat *similar rank then existent in the French 
Army, which for some time before had a “ hIarshal of France ” as its 
highest officer. 

Previously’ the rank of Captain-General was the highest in the 
British Army; and this was the office held by the great Duke of 
Marlborough. 

The introduction of a distinctively military rank of “ Field-Marshal ” 
meant the establishment of a list of General Officers, who were merely 
officers of high rank, and experience; eligible for appointment to 
the office of General, Lieutenant-General, etc., in a particular army. 

On an army being formed, the list of Field-Marshals was drawn 
upon, and the necessary number of Generals, etc., appointed. 

This was the original intention, though some of the subsequent 
appointments have been made in quarters where no question of active 
command in the British Army could possibly arise. 

The rank of Field-Marshal is the highest military honour in the 
power of the King of England to confer, since that of Commander- 
in-Chief was abolished in 1904; and the number of those holding it 
has varied from time to time. 

The Royal Warrant for pay and promotion states that the number 
of Field-Marshals on pay, as such, shall not exceed eight, including 
two promoted from General Officers of the Indian Army. 

At the present time there are eleven holders of the rank. 
The reigning sovereign is ex-ojJicio a Field-Marshal, as head of 

the Army. 
As would be imagined, special honours are accorded to holders 

of the office. 
The  Army Regulations of 181 I lay down that, “ A Field-Marshal 

is to be saluted with the Standards and Colours of all the Forces, 
except Horse and Fpot Guards.” This was altered later on, when it 
was ordered that, “ A  Field-Marshal is to receive a general salute, 
and that the Regimental Colours of all the Forces mill be lowered 
except when a member of the Royal Family is present. A general 
salute by the troops under the command is, by mounted services, 
with swords drawn, officers saluting, and bands playing. the first part 
of a slow march; by dismounted services, officers saluting, men 
presenting arms, Colours flying, bands playing the first part of a 
slow march,.and the drums beating; by corps not having bands, the 
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THE FIELD-MARSHAL 465 

trumpets and bugles sounding the salute, or the drums beating a 
ruffle.’’ 

The  special honours do not end with the life of the individual, 
as it was a law laid down that at the funeral of a Field-XiIarshal “Six  
battalions and eight squadrons, with a due, proportion of officers, are 
to attend, and a salute of seventeen guns is to be fired. The pall is 
to be supported by officers of the same rank; but if a sufficient number 
cannot be obtained, officers next in seniority are to supply their place.” 

In 1S12 tIre full-dress uniform of a Field-RIarshal consisted of a 
scarlet double-breasted, swallow-tail coat, with blue collar, cuffs, and 
lapels; the skirts lined, and turned back, with white cloth. There 
were six gold embroidered angled loops and buttons on each sleeve, 
one being on the cuffs; and one straight loop on each front end of 
the collar. Six loops and buttons similar to those on the sleeves 
were on each skirt; and twelve straight gold embroidered loops and 
buttons were on the front and lapels. The  front could, upon occasion, 
be buttoned back, thus giving the appearance of a scarlet coat with 
a blue front covered with gold embroidery. 

A gold aiguillette was morn upon the righ1 shoulder, with a broad 
gold sash round the waist, tied in a large bow on the left side. 

The  sword belt mas crimson and gold, to which was attached, by 
means of two similar slings, a straight sword, with a brass hilt and 
steel scabbard. White buckskin breeches and gauntlets were worn ; 
and high black leather jacked boots. The  cocked hat was of black 
felt, with white ostrich feathers round the brim, and was worn “ cross- 
wise,” that is, with the points over the shoulders. There was a 
scarlet and gold tassel a t  each end;  and on the left-hand side of the 
front, a vertical red and white feather plume, with a gold star loop, 
and a black silk rosette. Steel spurs with black straps were worn, 
and a black silk stock, showing where the collar .of the coat was cut 
away in. front; and with a small portion of the frill on the shirt 
protruding below it. 

A tunic replaced the tailed coat in 1857, an’d to-day the full-dress 
uniform consists of a scarlet cloth single-breasted tunic, with blue 
collar and cuffs embroidered with oak leaves, etc., in gold, and with 
a similarly embroidered scarlet flap on each sleeve, and skirt behind. 
There are eight gilt buttons down the front, three on each cuff and 
skirt flap, and two at the waist behind. The front, collar, cuffs, and 
flaps are edged with white cloth, 3/16in. wide. Gold shoulder cords 
of plaited cold wire basket cord 3/16 in. diameter are worn, with a 
gold shouider end 2% in. wide, terminatinq in a 4-in. wide wing. 
Badges of rank are mounted on the shoulder-cords. 

A gold aiguillette with gold embossed tags is worn on the right 
shoulder. The buttons have the badge of rank on them; namely, 
crossed batons, with a crown above, surrounded by a laurel wreath. 
White leather pantaloons and gloves and black leather jacked boots 
with gilt spurs are worn. 

A gold and crimson silk net sash, 24 in. wide, is worn round the 
waist, with a gold bullion fringe tassel, gin.  .long, on the left side; 
and the sword belt and slings are crimson and gold. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

T
he

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
M

an
ch

es
te

r 
L

ib
ra

ry
] 

at
 1

6:
55

 2
3 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

 



Bt. Lieut.-Colonel ... 15.2.1693 
Colonel ... ... 15.5.1702 

Major-Gen. of Ord. .,, 16.1.1728 
General ... ... ... 28.10.1735 

466 THE FIELD-MARSHAL 

The sword has a mameluke hilt, with an ivory grip and scimitar 
blade; with a steel, ridged scabbard, and a gold sword knot. The 
cocked hat is of black silk, 62in. high on the left side and 59in. on 
the right, each corner being 43 in. long. It is worn “ fore and aft,” 
and  has a loop of four.gold buttons and a gold and crimson tassel 
a t  each end. ‘There is a black silk cockade on the right-hand side, 
with a loop fastened by a button. The plume on the top is of drooping 
white swan feathers, with red feathers under, ~ o i n .  long. 

T h e  sign of authority of a Field-Marshal is a baton. It is about 
22 in. long and I in. in diameter, the staff covered with red velvet 
with gold lions passant gardant in eight rings upon it. The top has 
a chased gold mount with a wreath of rose, shamrock, and thistle 
surmounted by St. George and the dragon. The lower end has a 
mount of similar design, upon the end of which is engraved the 
inscription on presentation. I am indebted to AIessrs. Garrard Sr Co., 
the Crown Jewellers, for the above details. 

At reviews and in State processions a Field-Marshal is mounted, 
and  the following is a brief description of the horse-furniture. The 
saddle-cloth is of blue cloth, 3 f t .  2 in. long at the bottom, and 2 ft. 2 in. 
deep, with square ends, laced all round with two strips of Ig-in. wide 
gold lace, 5 in. apart. On each hind corner .there are crossed batons of 
crimson velvet and gold, with a crown above, enclosed in a laurel wreath 
embroidered in silver. The  holster-covers are also of blue cloth, and 
the flounces are laced all round with gold, like the saddle-cloth, and 
with a similar embroidered device in the centre to that on the hind 
corners of the saddle-cloth. The bridle is of brown leather, with a 
blue brow-band, and rosettes at each end; and the head-stall and 
bridoon are covered with gold lace I in. wide and lined with red 
morocco leather, and have special buckles and bit-bosses. T h e  chain- 
collar is of gilt, or gilding, metal. 

T h e  whole equipment is most imposing, and the uniform is in 
keeping with the exalted rank of the wearer. 

As will be seen from the following list, many of the bearers of 
historic names have held the rank, for loyalty and good services. I t  
was, therefore, only right and proper that when the Emperors of 
Germany and of Austria took the field against us in 1914 their names 
should be at once expunged from the roll. 

As regards the fourth name on the list, Franqois de la Roche- 
foucauld, Marquis de  Montandre, it may be interesting to note that he 
was a Hugenot refugee born in September, 1672, and that he served 
as a volunteer in King William’s army in Ireland prior to beinq 
appointed Captain and Lieut.-Colonel in Colonel Francis de Cambon’s 
Regiment of Foot. 

According to Dalton’s “Army Lists of George I.,” the dates of 
his commissions are as follows:- 
Ckptain 15.2.1693 Lieut .-General .. . 1.2.1710 
Bt. Lieut.-Colonel 15.2.1693 Major-Gen. of Ord. 16.1.1728 
Colonel 15.5.1702 General ... 28.10.1 735 
Brig.-General 25.8. I 704 Field31 arshal 2 -7 -1739 
Major-General 1.6.1706 Died 8.8. I739 
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467 

He was Colonel of the 20th and joth Regiments; and for about four 
years Governor of Guernsey, having been appointed in October, 1735. 

OFFICERS AND ALLIES WHO HAVE HELD THE APPOINTMENT. 

THE FIELD-MARSHAL 

The Duke of Argyll ... ... ... 
The Earl of Orkney ... ... ... 
Viscount Shannon ... ... ... 
Francois, Marquis de hiontandre . . . 
The Earl of Stair ... ... ... 
Viscount Cobhani ... ... ... 
General Wade ... ... ... 
The Duke of Cumberlani' ... ... 
Viscount hlolesworth ... ... ... 
Sir Robert Rich, Bart. ... ... ... 
John, Earl Ligonier, K.B. ... ... 
James, Lord 'Tyrawley . . . ... ... 
'The Hon. Henry Seymour Conway ... 
1-I.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester ... 
Sir  George Howard, K.B. ... ... 
II.R.11. The Duke of York ... ... 
John, Duke of Argyll ... ... ... 
Jeffery, Lord Amherst, K.B. ... 
John, Lord Howard de TValden,' K.B. 
General Studholm Hodgson . . . ... 
George, Marquis Townshend . . . ... 
Lord Frederick Cavendish ... 
Charles, Duke of Richmond, K.'B. ... 
H.R.H. The Duke of Kent .:. ... 
The Duke of Wellington ... ... 
The Duke of Cumberland (King of 

Hanover in 1837) ... ... ... 
The Duke of Cambridge ... ... -.. 
The Duke of Gloucester ... ... 
The King of the Belgians ... ... 
H.N. King George IV. ... ... ... 
The Prince of Sase-Weimp ... ... 
Charles, hlarquis of Drogheda ... 
William, Earl of IIarcourt ... ... 
H.hl. King William IV. ... -.. 
Sir Alured Clarke ... ... ... 
Sir S. Hulsc ... ... ... 
H.R.H. The Prince Consort ... 
The Duke of Saxony ... ... 
H.31. The King of the Netheri'Ends ... 
General Thomas Grosvenor . . . ... 
Sir G. Nugent ... ... ... ... 
The hIarquis of Anglesey ... ... 
Lord Raglan ... ... ... 
The Earl of Straffb'id ... ... ... 

... 

... 

... 

Viscount Combermere ... ... ... 

I 736-1743 
'736-1737 
1739-1753 
'739-1739 
1 742-1 747 
1 742-1 749 
'743-l748 
1745-1765 
1757-1758 
1757-1 768 
I 757-1 770 
1763-1773 
1 773-1 795 
1793-1 805 
1793-1 796 
179j-1827 
I t + I S o 6  
1796-1 797 
1796-1 797 
17561 79s 
1 796-1 so7 

I80 j-1820 

1796-1803 
1796-1806 

1813-18j2 

181 3-18 j I 
I S I 3-1 85 I 

I 8 I 6- I 86 j 
I 820-1 830 
182 1-1862 
182 1-1822 
1821-1830 

I 8 I 6-1 834 

1830-1837 
I 830-1 83 2 
I 830-1 83 2 

1843-1870 
1846-1 849 

1846-1849 
1846-1 8 54 
1854-1 855 
I8 j 5-1860 
185 5-1865 

I 810-1 86 I 

18$5-18 j I 
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468 THE FIELD-MARSHAL 

Viscount Hardinge ... ... ... 
Lord Seaton ... ... ... ... 
Sir E. Blakeney ... 
Hugh, Viscount Gough ... ... ... 
The Duke of Cambridge ... ... 
Lord Clyde ... 
Sir Ales. Woodford ... ... ... 
Sir William Gomm ... ... ... 
Sir Hew. D. Ross ... ... ... 
Sir J. I;. Burgoyne ... 
Sir G. Pollock ... ... ... ... 
Lord Fitzgerald ... ... ... ... 
The Marquis of Tweeddale ... 
H.R.H. T h e  Prince of Wales (H.ii: 

K i n e  Edward VII.) .-. ... 

... ... ... 

... ... ... 

... ... 

Sir W i l h m  Rowan .... ... 
Sir Charles Yorke ... ... 
Lord Strathnairn ... ... ... 
Sir Patrick Grant ... ... ... 
Lord Napier of Aiagdala ... 
The Earl of Lucan ... ... 
Sir John hlichel ... ... ... 
Sir I<. J. Dacres ... ... ... 
Lord William Paulet ... ... 
Sir F. P. Haines ... ... ... 
Sir J. Linthorn Simmonds ... 
Sir D. hi. Stewart ... ... 
Viscount Wolxley ... ... 
Earl Roberts ... .I. ... 
Prince Edward of Saxe-Weirnar 
Sir N. B. Cliarnberlain ... ... 
The Emperor of Germany ... 
The Duke of Connaught ... 
Sir H. ?V. Norman ... ... 
Sir George White ... ... ... 
Sir Evelyn Wood ... ... 
The Emperor of Austria ... 
Sir C. H. Brownlow ... ... 
Lord Grenfell ... ... ... 
Earl Kitchener ... ... ... 
H.hI. Icing George V. ... 
Lord Methuen ... ... ... 
Lord Nicholson ... ... ... 
Lord French ... ... ... 
H.I.hf. The Emperor of Russia 

... 

(Struck off the roll.) 

... 
(Struck Off the roll.) 

... 

Sir Douglas Haig ... ... 
Sir Charles Egerton ... ... 
The Emperor of Japan ... ,.. 

... 

... 

.-. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.._ 

... 

... 
_.. 
-.. 
... 
... 
... 
... 
... 

1855-18j6 
1862-1863 

1862-1869 
1862-1904 

1868-1 870 

I 862-1868 

1862-1863 

1868-1 875 
I 868-1 868 
1868-1 87 I 
1870-1872 
1875-1877 
187 5-1876 

1875-1910 
IS774S79 
1877-1 880 
1877-188 j 
I SS3-I Sgj 
1883-1 890 
ISS 5-1 888 
1885-1886 
I 886-1 8% 
I 886- I 893 
Isgo-I 909 
I SF- I 903 

1894-1 9'3 
1894-1 91 4 

1893-1 902 

1897-1902 

1901-1 91 4 
I 900-1 902 

I 902 
1902-1904 
1903-1 9 I 2 

1933 
1903-1914 

I 908-191 6 
190s 
1909-1 9'6 
19'0 
191 I 
191 I 

1913 
19161grS 
19'7 
191; 
1918 
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